Symptomatic subacute subdural hematoma associated with cerebral hemispheric swelling and ischemia.
A 55-year-old man with traumatic acute subdural hematoma (SDH) was managed nonsurgically because of having isolated mild headache that resolved within a week. However, the patient developed an acute onset of amnestic aphasia 12 days post-trauma. Although the SDH itself did not increase in volume, remarkable swelling of the ipsilateral cerebral hemisphere was observed on CT scanning. Craniotomy was required since the main component of the SDH was solid and partially organized. Post-operative recovery from his speech disturbance was delayed, necessitating speech therapy for more than two months. Additionally, decreased cerebral blood flow on the affected side was observed even 3 months after injury. Symptomatic subacute SDH exclusively presenting as focal neurological deficits, though very rare,is worthwhile to be kept in mind as a pitfall in nonsurgical management of acute SDH.